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HLUBFET ¢ The Situation in Esstern Burope

e e following ik a brief rasume of the
zituntion ia Eastern Europe. Xecent outnianding
“venis in each conatry have been exphasized in
urdge to orovide am lesight into carrest davelane
HRNTEH .

‘s Albapia's main comcera iz to sake the
elitical and seonomic sdjuntuents necessitated by
rariy Tirst secvetary Hoxha's intransigent opnasition
Lie soviet policies,. Thum, the sbhow trial vecentiy
coneluded in Yirane appears to have sfignified the im.
sopaibility for the jsmediste future of any major ian.
iernal nro-Soviet pvolitieal challenges to the regime.
sridantan approaches to Frasce and italy for scoponic
and technical aid are donined to overcoae anticinated
shoriases caused by stoppages of bloc ald,

Ze  ieorgaaization af the Bulgarian Ministry
uE Lutsrior was apparently carried out by party boss
RiYRov An the belief that the minlstry iad too smeh
gaiﬁﬂrizy. At & resualt he has eliwminsted noxaible

prisniial challenges to his nower, ‘The vossibility
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of further changes has been raported by a reliable
SOUNTR o

4, Caechoslovakis's recent pariy sad govern-
sent shifts bave been almost vholly aimad at iR
creasing agricultural producstion. The removal of
the Hinister of laterior amay be copnected to heavy
iosnes in teras of ey perscoanel suffered by Caech
intelligence in recsut weeks, mlthough this con-
jeciure rewsine as yet wmaconfirmed.

S, Adverse popular reaction to chvoalc food
shortages in East Germany bas been stimulated by
the regime’s purseal af & relatively soft interaal
poliey, and by the fear tbat ths signature of &
caparste Soviet-Bast German peace treaty would atke
perzansat au ocosoatc mad political situation which
ths populatiea cousiders unsatisfactory. The regine,
neverthelens, has the siteation wader costrel.

4, The Suagarisn regime is seeking to break
o influemor of the Roman Catbolic Churchk ea the
popuiation and is contimuing to have diffieultiss
with the pessantry--includisg loesl popular disterb-
atnces~--over the resestly~completed collsctivisation
drive. It has reacted to its probless with soafidence
ané » readioess to use force, if that should becoms
WOCESHRYY .
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7. ‘The #Folish regise is stteapting to increase
snd solidify the power of the Commualist party, while
at the sane tlae pursulsg publisly ssmounced goalw.
dnpopalar policies conseraiag the Xoman Catholie
Chureb, werk nores, sad agricalture counld result
in local disturbances. The regine, bowever, sppears
prepared to modify its position eomough teo head off
aay lavge-soale dissidence.

g, Humenia's sajow prodlens are eoenumic, but
they do aotl sppear to have sageadered any major polit~
ical problems for the Gheorghin-Del regime,

2. Tiw Yugoslay isternal political situation
is relatively atatie asd prouably will rusaisn so umtil
tite dlen. The econony is going through & revolutiosary
decentralization whick, while creating temporary dig
locations and dissatisfection, is mamageadle. The |
regine has concentratsd ou atitempis to promote and
exploii polycentriec tendencies notsd in the European
iatellites since the 2Wth Cangress of ithe Communist
Farty of the Sorviet Uuioa. Tito's efforts to estab.
lish 2 meutralist "third ferce™ Are a sanifestation
of this peliey.

i. Thas, recent developments iz the states
of Eastern Bwrops can Do said to refledt prisarily
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the groving interss} stabllity of these regines.
Thelr increasing confidence has caused theas to
#ttack their probless more boldly tham they would
have in the pesat. All Faat Eurogean regimes sre
seekiag to strengthen and cossolidate their polit-
ienl and economic basez doth as a neans of fulfillaent
+f their astional goals and as a reaction to = amber
of pressures which Lave besn generated both within
and from outside the blee. Theme astivitios bhave

led to situntions in individual comntries, which,
slthough they may be poteatially explesive, are as
yet ander stricy cemtrel.
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